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The changing face | 













of the OPP| 


From then to now — for OPP’s Atikokan 
Detachment. Below, three unidentified 
people pose in front of Atikokan OPP 
Detachment in 1909, the year the OPP 
was created. At right is today’s version 
with Atikokan Team Leader Sgt. Heather 
Lacey and Const. Jim McGill. 





COVER 


Our cover photographs tell the story of dramatic change 
within the province-wide police service. At the top are 
current Commissioner Gwen Boniface and John Wilson 
Murray, Ontario first detective, sworn to provincial ser- 
vice in May, 1875. Clockwise from Mr. Murray’s photo 
are: marine policing today and the Manitou, a wooden 
OPP launch, circa the 1950s; today’s informal community 
policing, OPP-style, and the staid approach of officers 
several decades ago; and our vehicles — from the Chev- 
rolet of the early 1940s to today’s Ford Crown Victoria. 
Throughout this edition of the OPP Annual Report, watch 
for photos that highlight the changing face of the OPP’s 
service to its communities over the years. 
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Ontario Provincial Police Police provinciale de Ontario 


Gwen M. Boniface 


Commissioner Le Commissaire 


The Solicitor General 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario 
Queen’s Park 

Toronto, Ontario 


Dear Sir: 


It is my privilege to present the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) Annual Report for 1999, submitted in 
accordance with subsection 17 (4) of the Police Ser- 
vices Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.15, as amended. 


The OPP marked the close of the 20'* century celebrating 90 proud years of service 
to the people of Ontario. The considerable changes and ever more complex law- 
enforcement challenges of this 90-year experience have played an important part in 
shaping today’s OPP. 


This rich experience underpins our ability to recognize, understand and react to the 
changing role of policing in today’s society and provides the foundation for our 
municipal, provincial and international policing responsibilities on behalf of this 
province. 


Our services range from providing day-to-day policing in more than 400 urban and 
rural communities throughout the province, to providing provincial emergency ser- 
vices and specialized criminal investigation expertise, to targeting crime ona global 
scale as a partner in multi-national investigations. We share our expertise and re- 

sources with law-enforcement partners provincially, nationally and internationally. 


Our vision in managing this diverse range of demanding responsibilities is firmly 
rooted ina commitment to effective, responsible police work. 
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We place profound importance on police work that is accountable, professional and car- 
ing. We honour and guard the trust, respect and confidence of the people and various 
communities we serve. 


Recently, the governance of the OPP has been transformed. We are now directly ac- 
countable to the Province as well as to more than 70 Police Services Boards and 25 Com- 
munity Policing Advisory Committees. 


Through 1999, we continued to address issues of public concern across our communi- 
ties. By maintaining a rigorous focus on action and results, we are improving our abil- 
ity to demonstrate the outcome of these efforts. 


For example, our focus on rural crime prevention helped bring about a real decline in 
property crime in all corners of the province. Our commitment to increased road safety 
helped reduce the number of road fatalities in our jurisdictions. Similar achievements 
across the broad range of our commitments are outlined within this report. 


In the coming year, we will continue to strengthen our ability to provide effective ser- 
vice. A thorough assessment of our policies, procedures and practices will ensure that 
the OPP meets Ontario’s police adequacy and effectiveness standards as required by 
2001. 


We will see significant modernization of the infrastructure that supports our front-line 
service, including a new telecommunications network, the replacement of the Ontario 
Municipal and Provincial Police Automated Cooperative (QMPPAC) reporting system 
and implementation of an advanced major-case management system. 


And we will continue to focus on leadership development to ensure that people with 
skill, experience and enthusiasm are in place to lead this organization confidently and 
effectively in the years to come. 


The year 2000 provides us with a special opportunity to salute 40 years of exemplary 
service from the OPP Auxiliary, the largest body of policing volunteers in Ontario. In 
1999, OPP Auxiliary members contributed 192,000 hours of service, the equivalent of 
more than 92-person years, to augment front-line service delivery. 


The OPP is prepared to move into the 21st century with men and women who are dedi- 
cated to effective, accountable law-enforcement for this province. I am proud to be part 
of this organization. 


Myer We. Bondace 


Gwen M. Boniface 
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Deputy Commissioner Diane Nagel and 
her Executive team 
(counterclockwise from top left); 
Ms. Nancy Caney, 
Organizational Development Bureau; 


Supt. Ken Christopherson, 
Professional Standards Bureau; 
Supt. Bill Crate, 

First Nations & Municipal Policing Bureau; 
Aux. C/Supt. Terry Harkins, 

OPP Auxiliary Program; 

Supt. Chuck Johnson, 
Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau; 
Mr. Tom Mungham, 

Business & Financial Planning Unit; 
Supt. Brad Nudds, 
Community Policing Development Centre; 


Supt. Dana Ostrom, 
Chief Firearms Office; 


Supt. Frank Ryder, 
Operational Policy & Support Bureau; and 


C/Supt. Gary Witherell, 
Infrastructure Support Bureau. 
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Deputy Commissioner Maurice Pilon and 
his Executive team 
(counterclockwise from top left): 


Det. C/Supt. Vaughn Collins, 
Investigation Support Bureau; 


C/Supt. Rick Deering, 
Eastern Region, 


C/Supt. Carson Fougere 
North East Region; 


Det. C/Supt. Wayne Frechette, 
Criminal Investigations Bureau; 
Supt. Jay Hope, 
Greater Toronto Region; 


C/Supt. Bill Hutton, 
Central Region; 


Supt. Chris Lewis, 
Emergency Management Bureau; 


C/Supt. Tony Parkin 
Western Region; and 


Supt. Dave Wall, 
North West Region 








OPP 1999 Annual Report 7 


8 OPP 1999 Annual Report 





agement; 


provide police services that promote the pre- 
vention and detection of crime; 


provide police services that ensure appro- 
priate enforcement of the law; and 


promote an organizational climate that val- 
ues and encourages continual examination 
of our philosophies, strategies, plans and 
methods. 





OPP 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
























ntario Provincial Police provides generalist policing ser- 
o over 2.4 million* people (3.7 million* in summer) 
‘Shout the Province of Ontario. 

area of responsibility encompasses approximately 993,000 


e Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.15, 
in 1997, the OPP is responsible for: 
services in respect of the parts of On- 

e municipal police forces other than 
cement officers. 

‘vices in respect of all navigable bodies 

; in Ontario, except those that lie within 
mated by the Solicitor General. 

patrol on the King’s Highway, except 
y the Solicitor General. 

patrol on the connecting links within 

h 21 of the Public Transportation and 
“Act that are designated by the Solici- 


for special as- 


uties such as the maintenance of a 
, a provincial weapons enforce- 
: ‘tinkage analysis system, a pro- 

F ft and an illegal gaming unit, as well as 
protec: ‘services for key Ontario government officials 
and isiting dignitaries. 





* Source: Regional Planners 
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PHILOSOPHY 


Community Policing is the fundamental principle under which all 
our policing services will be delivered. 


To this end we shall: 

¢ involve the people of the community in the identification of 
crime, traffic and social order problems and solutions; 

¢ provide policing services that are consistent with the identified 
concerns, expectations and needs of the community; 

¢ participate with other concerned agencies and interest groups to 
effectively address police and community concerns; 

# promote public commitment and active involvement in the reso- 
lution of crime, traffic and social order problems; 

@ create an openand responsive working environment which en- 
courages commitment and creativity by all members in the de- 
sign and application of community policing services; and 

increase our effectiveness through the application of innovative 


For almost four decades, the OPP’s premiere community 
partnership has been the OPP Auxiliary and its hundreds 
of community members. Below, 1968 Auxiliary officers 
demonstrate fingerprinting techniques to youths in the 
Toronto area. At right, today’s Auxiliary officers train in 


reactive and proactive policing services. 











Changing face 
of the OPP 


modern-day fingerprinting techniques. 
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In Memoriam 1999 


The men and women remembered on these pages 


are sadly missed by colleagues. 


Their contributions to the people of Ontario are greatly valued. 


Two exemplary OPP officers — 
dedicated and caring men - were 
killed in the line of duty this year 
when their stationary cruisers were 
rammed from behind during routine 
traffic stops. 

Sr. Const. James McFadden, Chat- 
ham-Kent OPP Detachment, died in- 
stantly in a New Year’s Eve crashon 
an extremely busy stretch of Highway 
401 in the Chatham area. 

Jim was a dedicated, professional 
police officer, an example-setter for 
others at the detachment say col- 
leagues, and his presence is deeply 
missed. 

An OPP veteran of 24 years, Jim 
had been with the Chatham-Kent 
OPP Detachment for 12 years. Prior 
to that, he was stationed at the Parry 
Sound OPP Detachment. This caring, 
loving husband and father is survived 
by his wife, Debra, and grown sons, 
Ryan and Sean. 

Charged with first-degree murder 
in connection with the tragedy is a 35- 
year-old Essex County man. 

In September, Sr. Const. Chuck 
Mercier, Niagara OPP Detachment, 
was killed ina similar collision while 
working a “paid duty” at a construc- 
tion site on the Niagara-bound lanes 
of the Queen Elizabeth Way near St. 
Catharines. 

Well known for his commitment 
to community policing, the 13-year 
Francophone veteran often visted 
area schools to establish a positive 
rapport with students in their native 
tongue remember colleagues. 

Also a breathalyzer officer, Chuck 
had a Bachelor of Arts degree and 
was actively involved in the OPPA. 
He had served at OPP detachments in 


Kapuskasing and Welland before re- 
porting to Niagara Detachment in 
1994. Committed to his young family, 
Chuck is survived by his wife, Joyce 


> 


Fler de Servir 
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Remembering our fallen officers 


OPP employees in running gear gather with the OPPA 
Ceremonial Unit and Chaplain lan McAvoy at the outset of 
Eric’s Run, named for OPP Const. Eric Nysted who was 
murdered on duty in 1993. The run has been held annu- 
ally since 1994 to honour all fallen OPP officers. 


and two young children, Michelle, 6, 

and Nicholas, 3. 

A 24-year-old Brampton man was 
charged with criminal negligence 
causing death as a result of Sr. Const. 
Mercier’s death. 

Two other OPP officers died dur- 
ing 1999. They were: 

e Sr. Const. Ronald Doidge, 54, who 
served for his entire career at Lon- 
don OPP Detachment. He was a 
member of the Golden Helmets 
precision motorcycle team and a 
long-standing motorcycle instruc- 
tor. 

e Sr. Const. Fernando Miacci, 34, 
who was with the North Bay OPP 
Detachment. He served with To- 
ronto Police Service from early 
1987 until he joined the OPP in the 
summer of 1997. 
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C/Supt. J. W. Hutton 
(above, seated) re- 
tires in early 2000. 

Central Region’s new 
Commander will be 
C/Supt. W. H. Currie 
(standing). 


Municipal Contracts 
Collingwood 
Douro-Dummer 
Mnjikaning (Rama) 
Mono 

New Tecumseth 

Orillia 
Penetanguishene 


Source: First Nations & 
Municipal Policing Bureau 
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Ncasrnnvaghooncrn tt 


Haliburton 
Highlands 


Victoria 
County 


i 


Northumberland 
9 


New in 1999 


Adjala-Tosorontio 
Asphodel-Norwood 

Brighton Town 

Brighton Twp. 
Burleigh-Anstruther-Chandos 
Essa Twp. 
Cavan-Millbrook-North Monaghan 
Galway-Cavendish & Harvey 
Havelock-Belmont-Methuen 
Otonabee-South Monaghan 
Smith-Ennismore 


Central Region 


Regional Commander C/Supt. J. W. Hutton 


777 Memorial Avenue 
sssasunersnosioi Orillia, ON 

oe L3V 7V3 
| (705) 329-7400 


Cth SELLA TORE. POGEDS, 





Area (sq. km.) 
25,376 
Summer population 
of OPP-policed areas 
1,300,000 
Winter population 
of OPP-policed areas 
869,449 
Kms. of highways patrolled 
23,652 
Regular OPP vehicles 
197 units 
Marine equipment 
21 units 
Snow vehicles 
24 units 
Regional staff 
726 uniform 
116 civilians 
First Nations 
OPP-Administered Locations 


(See regional locations pg. 24) 


Source: Regional Planning 
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Statistically speaking 


Criminal Activity 





Causes of Fatalities 


Fatal MVC Causal Factors 9 


Oe 
oa 
a 


0% 





Speed Alcohol Seatbelt 
Non-use 





45 358 
2,864 
Seatbelt 4,410 





Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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Eastern Region 


Regional Commander C/Supt. R. C. Deering 
Sug Highway 43 East 
P.O. Box 2020 
Smiths Falls, ON 
K7A 5K8 


(613) 284-4500 


Fier de Servir 


Saave » Depts 
"0 





OPP Detachment Areas 





Killaloe 
Ottawa- Stormont, 
Carleton Dundas & 
Glortgatry 
Bancroft Area (sq. km.) 
61,685 
et Summer population 
Hastings of OPP-policed areas 
800,000 
Winter population 
of OPP-policed areas 
473,540 
Kms. of highways patrolled 
36,850 
Regular OPP vehicles 
Municipal Contracts New in 1999 344 units 
Arnprior Addington Highlands Marine equipment 
Bathurst,Burgess,Sherbrooke Augusta 14 units 
Drummond/North Elmsley Lanark Highlands Snow vehicles 
Hawkesbury Merrickville-Wolford 22 units 
: Sean a aes Montague Regional staff 
Mississippi Mills Prince Edward 945 uniform 
North Grenville (Kemptville) Dideauhates 105 civilian 
South Frontenac Source: First Nations & First Nations 
Stone Milsae ee OPP-Administered Locations 


(See regional locations pg. 24) 


Source: Regional Planning 
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Statistically speaking 


Criminal Activity 
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Motor Vehicle Collision Data 


Causes of Fatalities 





Fatal MVC Causal Factors 








Fatal 


















































Speed Alcohol Seatbelt 
Non-use 





Charges : 


Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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Greater Toronto Region 


Regional Commander Supt. J. Hope 
100 Bloomington Road W. 

Box 2500 
Aurora, ON 
| L4G 6J8 
| (905) 841-5777 


Fier de Servir 


Suave « Dagens 










OPP Detachment Areas 





Area (sq. km.) 
50,000 
Total population 
of OPP-policed areas 
60,000 
Kms. of highways patrolled 
2,000 
Vehicles/day on Hwy 407, 
North America’s busiest 
400,000 
Regular OPP vehicles 
168 units 
Regional staff 
500 uniform 
Municipal & Traffic Contracts 200 civilian 
Galedon First Nations 


OPP-Administered Locations 
H Ig hway 40 if (See regional locations pg. 24) 
1 





Source: First Nations & 
Municipal Policing Bureau Source: Regional Planning 
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Statistically speaking 


To 





























Alcohol 
Seatbelt Non-use 


4,583 
17,272 








Alcohol-related 
Seatbel 
Persons Killed ia tee. Sie 
6,472 






RADE Activity | 1999 


Vehicles Checked nner 


Roadside Tests Charge . 


16,848 





Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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North East Region 


Regional Commander C/Supt. F.C. Fougere 
875 Gormanville Road 

P.O. Box 140 
North Bay, ON 
P1B 8G8 

(705) 495-3880 


Fier de Servir 


Suave» Dpale 


OPP Detachment Areas 





Area (sq. km.) 
285,125 
Summer population 
of OPP-policed areas: 
459,900 
Winter population 
of OPP-policed areas: 
285,100 
Kms. of highways patrolled 
32,936 
Regular OPP vehicles 
312 units 
Marine equipment 
27 units 

Municipal Contracts Powassan Snow vehicles 
Blind River Shedden 54 units 
Cochrane Smooth Rock Falls Regional staff 
Dymond Temagami 591 uniform 
East Nipissing Gr. of Three Thessalon 163 civilian 
Kapuskasing New In 1999 First Nations 
Kirkland Lake North Shore OPP-Administered Locations 


Mattawa Gr. of Four Source: First Nations & (See regional locations pg. 24) 
Municipal Polici B 
North Parry SoundGr. of Two 


Kapuskasing 








Source: Regional Planners 
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a ce Clearance | | = PropertyCrimes =| Actual | Clearance 





























ns {l 












Speed Alcohol Seatbelt 
Non-use 





RIDE. Activity 
Vehicles Checked 344,907 
Roadside Tests 2,983 


Admin. Licence Suspension 
Impaired/Exceed Charges 


12-hr Licence Suspension 840 
Failure or Refusal 





Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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North West Region 


Regional Commander Supt. D. W. Wall 
489 N. Algoma Street 
Thunder Bay, ON 

P7A 8B1 
(807) 344-0891 





Fier de Servir 
Siar + Depart 
one ; 






OPP Detachment Areas 





Area (sq. km.) 
562,939 
Red Lake Summer population 
of OPP-policed areas 
263,026 
se asa Winter population 
of OPP-policed areas 
123,795 
rep sen Kms. of highways patrolled 
22,807 
Regular OPP vehicles 
145 units 
Marine equipment 


Municipal Contracts Marathon 35 units 
Snow vehicles 


Fort Frances Red Lake : 
New in 1999 Shuniah 14 units 
Ignace Sioux Narrows Berle Staff 
Jaffray-Melick Source: First Nations & is pees 
i Municipal Policing Bureau 
Reewal : ‘ First Nations 
OPP-Administered Locations 


(See regional locations pg. 24) 


21 


Source: Regional Planning 


Sioux Lookout 
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| es | Actual | Clearance 
: : moe _ Rate ee 
1,135 
| Theft, Motor Vehicle | 216 | 54% _| 
| Theft, Overss000_ | 54 || 30% | 
| Theft, under $5000 | 4,747 










essed 






Occu 
5 





; 
el ae 
37 














Speed 
Alcohol 
Seatbelt Non-use 





ae 
_ Total Collision 3, 
| Persons Killed | 36 



















Speed Alcohol Seatbelt 
Non-use 










Vehicles Checked 


Roadside Tests 
12-hr Licence Suspension 


Impaired/Exceed Charges 





Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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Western Region 


Regional Commander C/Supt. A. G. Parkin 
6355 Westminister Drive, 
P.O. Box 57 

Lambeth Station 
London, ON 

N6P 1T2 

(519) 652-4100 


Proud to Serve 
Fier de Servir 
Sime + Dep 
tu? 












OPP Detachment Areas 


pels _ 


Strathr 


Chatham 
Kent 


Municipal Contracts 


Clinton 

East Perth (Milverton) 
Exeter 

Goderich 
Haldimand-Norfolk 
Kincardine-Bruce- 
Tiverton 

North Perth 
Petrolia 

Point Edward 
Seaforth 
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y 
Elgin County 





West Perth (Mitchell) 
Wiarton 


New in 1999 


Kingsville 
Lakeshore 
Moore 

St. Marys 
Tecumseh 
Wellington 


Source: First Nations & 
Municipal Policing Bureau 





Area (sq. km.) 
46,497 
Summer population 
of OPP-policed areas 
838,000 
Winter population 
of OPP-policed areas 
618,000 
Kms. of highways patrolled 
41,374 
Regular OPP vehicles 
434 units 
Marine equipment 
17 units 
Snow/All Terrain vehicles 
23 units 
Regional staff 
1,072 uniform 
141 civilian 
First Nations 
OPP-Administered Locations 


(See regional locations pg. 24) 


Source: Regional Planners 
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Statistically speaking 


Break & Enter 


Theft, Motor Vehicle 





ota pert mes 


Motor Vehicle Collision Data 


Causes of Fatalities 









Fatal MVC Causal Factors 






Alcohol 
Seatbelt Non-use 









Speed Alcohol Seatbelt 
Non-use 





57,252 


2.878 
Seatbelt 4,833 





Sources: Statistical Research & Analysis Section, Operational Policy & Support Bureau and 
Traffic Statistical Analysis Services, Provincial Traffic & Marine Safety Bureau 
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OPP-Administered 2? hy 


ee | ae en 
SP 
© forthe people €, 
Central Region << MN 


Magen Be Ne 


Eastern Region 
Tyendinaga 





Fier de Servir 
Since « Depuls 
1909 


Greater Toronto Region 
Georgina Island 


North East Region 
Bear Island 
Batchewana 

Whitefish Lake 


North West Region 
Big Grassy 
Big Island 

Big Trout Lake 
Couchiching 
Grassy Narrows 
Gull Bay 
Lac La Croix 
Manitou Rapids 
Muskrat Dam 
Naicatchewenin 
New Saugeen 
Northwest Angle 
Pikangikum 
Rat Portage 
Sabaskong 
Seine River 
Shoal Lake 39 
Shoal Lake 40 
Wabaseemoong 
Weagamow Lake 
Whitefish Bay 


Western Region 
Cape Croker 
Chippewa-Munsee 
Moravian 
Onyota,a:ka 
Walpole Island 
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The changing face 
of the OPP 


Police officers and children just seem to go to- 
gether. But there are changes, nevertheless. At 
left is a formal shot, taken about four decades ago, 
of an OPP officer speaking to a class. Much less 
intimidating is today’s version (above), featuring 
OPP Commissioner Gwen Boniface. 





fo Ir e a rl n T O i ture and tools they need to ensure the 
Dp Gg effective delivery of policing services. 
See aes POlIGE Ss Orce, a thes OLE ahas 
the futu ir = played a significant role, working with 
the Ministry of the Solicitor General and 
other police stakeholders, in developing 
the adequacy regulation, supporting 
guidelines and the operational frame- 
work in which it will exist. 

Internally, Project ASSIST is assess- 
ing OPP compliance with the upcoming 
regulatory requirements. A corporate- 
wide implementation plan has 
been developed to ensure that a 
thorough self-assessment of OPP 
policies, procedures, processes, 
functions, and services is com- 
pleted at both the corporate and 
detachment level. 

Following that step, a detailed com- 
pliance plan will be developed in con- 
junction with various OPP stakeholders 
to address identified areas and ensure 
appropriate solutions can be achieved 
by the time Jan. 1, 2001 arrives. 

Upon the implementation of a qual- 
ity assurance process, which is also re- 
quired by the regulation, the OPP will 
be better able to monitor and respond to 
issues relating to the effectiveness of its 
policies and practices, witha focus on 
positive quality outcomes. 


With a proud tradition of providing 
customer-oriented police services, the 
OPP has launched Project ASSIST, a 
team dedicated to preparing for On- 
tario’s new Adequacy & Effectiveness of 
Police Services Regulation. 

Put together in late 1999, 
the Adequacy Service Stan- 
dards Implementation & Sup- 
port Team (Project ASSIST) is & 
helping OPP detachment com- { 
manders assist their Police Ser- 
vices Boards as they get ready 
for the new regulation being 
implemented on Jan. 1, 2001. 

Six core policing areas are addressed 
by the regulation. They are: 

- Crime Prevention 

- Law Enforcement 

- Victim Assistance 

- Public Order Maintenance 

- Emergency Response Services 

- Administration & Infrastructure 

The adequacy regulation is part of 
the government’s overall strategy to 
provide Ontario Police Services Boards 
and their police services with the struc- 


& 
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The changing face 
of the OPP 






Weapons and uniforms have changed dramati- 
cally since the OPP was first formed in 1909. 
Above Emergency Response Team members 
conduct a training exercise in a rural area. At 
left, Sgt. John Urquhart poses with other offi- 
cers at the beginning of the 1923 manhunt for 
escaped criminal Leo Rogers. Shortly after this 
photo was taken, Sgt. Urquhart was shot and 
killed as he tried to arrest Rogers, becoming 
the first OPP officer killed in the line of duty. 





Long arm of the law Dubbed “cold cases” by the media, 
Project Millennium investigations also 
= include those involving either missing 
reaches into the past persons or found human remains if foul 
play is suspected but no one has been 
convicted and all previous investigative 
activities have been exhausted. 
By the end of 1999, more than 200 
old cases had been assigned to Project 


Modern technology is extending the 
long arm of the law into the mists of the 
past. 

With the help of recent scientific 


breakthroughs such as DNA testing Millennium and data relating to them 
and database-tracking techniques, OPP entered into the OPP’s computer system 
investigators are taking a fresh look at 
all unsolved pre-1995 homicides under 
the umbrella of Project Millennium. 


for analysis. 

Along with DNA testing, officers 
can now call on the data-tracking exper- 
tise of ViCLAS (the Provincial Violent 
Crime Linkage Analysis System) based 
at OPP General Headquarters in Orillia. 
The database system captures informa- 
tion on all homicides in Ontario that are 






OPP investigators solved more 
than 90 per cent of all homicide 
cases reported to them during 
1999. 




















Solving Geib go Haniciagdiscore cal sexual or predatory in nature and are 
90 pet cent in OPP-policed areas, officers with ve mae = pao ian pee 
of homicides | the Major Cases Section of the P gmecroicn sheers ane ea 


Project Millennium’s first success 
was the laying of charges in August 
against a Sault Ste. Marie-area man in 
connection with the 1970 murders of 
two women who lived in Caledon and 
York Region. Both victims were raped 
in the home invasion-style crimes. 





Criminal Investigations Bureau 
laid charges in connection with 29 
of them. 

In addition, OPP investigators 
closed the books on six cases that 
were Opened in previous years. 
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The changing face 
of the OPP 







The helicopters of yesteryear (left) were a far cry 
from the Eurocopter Twinstar helicopters 
(above) flown by OPP pilots today. The historic 
photo, circa the flower children days of Mosport 





Air-borne partnership 


Tracking drugs 
from on high 


The OPP’s fight against drugs in On- 
tario has fast-forwarded from on-the-spot 
drug seizures at folk festivals in the late 
‘60s to large-scale eradication sweeps by 
high-tech helicopters. 

In only one year — be- 
tween 1998 to 1999 — the 
dollar value of marijuana 
crop seizures more than 
doubled from just under 
$50 million to a record 
$120.7 million, say Drug 
Enforcement Section ex- 
perts with the OPP’s 
Criminal Investigations 
Bureau. 

Major contributors to these impressive 
seizure figures, say these drug experts, are 
Emergency Management Bureau helicopter 
pilots conducting aerial searches over mari- 
juana cultivation fields in remote areas of 
the province. 

And just to make sure that barn is really 
a barn and not a home-grow operation un- 
der cover, helicopters carry FLIR (Forward- 
looking Infrared) operators whose equip- 
ment picks up heat sources. 

One illegal entrepreneur actually built a 





is courtesy of the Globe & Mail. Inset, below, 
shows today’s hi-tech helicopter interior. 


barn within a barn to raise his crop in- 
doors. Air conditioners blew cool air be- 
tween the two structures so that a FLIR op- 
erator would not pick up an unexplained 
heat source from the outer barn. Seizures 
from that operation totaled $6.5 million in 
illegal drugs. 

Drug officers say the hot and hazy 
days of summer 1999 were ideal for propa- 
gating the illegal substance. Also, the ac- 
tual location of marijuana crops became 
more difficult to find — traf- 
fickers who used to plant 
in cornfields and open ar- 
eas have been driven by 
OPP eradication efforts 
into wilderness areas such 
as woods, marshes and 
river areas. 

In one case, a British Co- 
lumbia grower planted his 
crop in Muskoka on the 
shores of a small lake near the village of 
Rosseau. Accessible only by boat, the 
grower raised 1,500 plants to between eight 
and 14 feet before he was taken out of busi- 
ness. 

During the year, helicopters found 
72,103 plants and another 38,282 were dis- 
covered through traditional investigative 
means. More than 140 people have been 
charged with 307 offences. Twenty-seven 
guns were seized as well as a bear trap. 


OPP 1999 Annual Report 27 





JFOs harness skills, expertise 


Harnessing the combined skills 
and expertise of a number of policing 
agencies is the critical element behind 
the J FO, an extremely efficient and ef- 
fective method of law enforcement. 

Joint Force Operations — better 
known by the 


against 495 people in 1998. 

Mandated by the Police Services 
Act to provide Ontarians with illegal 
gaming-enforcement expertise, the 
OPP heads the OIGEU unit which has 
about 40 investigators. This partner- 


ship with eight municipal police ser- 


vices in southern and central Ontario 
includes officers from Toronto, Lon- 
don and Windsor, and the Regions of 
Hamilton-Wentworth, Niagara, Ot- 


acronym, J FO - 
are formed to 
focus on specific 
criminal activi- 
ties in a number 


Significant 
Increase in 


illegal gambling 
charges 





of policing juris- 
dictions. And one of the recent JFO 
success stories is the OPP-led Ontario 
Illegal Gaming Enforcement Unit 
(OIGEV) that laid 941 charges against 
623 individuals in 1999, a significant 
increase over the 787 charges laid 
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tawa-Carleton, Peel and York. 

Public safety and security were 
the prime motivators behind the for- 
mation of the OIGEU several years 
ago. With the advent of legal gam- 
bling in Ontario came the converse 
activity — illegal gambling. Unfortu- 
nately those identified as the most 
vulnerable to illegal gaming practices 
include our retirees and youth. 

The 50s plus generation are much 
better off financially than their prede- 
cessors of yesteryear and have the 
time for leisure pursuits such as gam- 
bling, legal or otherwise. 

Also at risk are today’s youth — 
those under 19 are excluded from le- 
galized gambling establishments and 
often resort to illegal venues such as 
bookmaking and gambling on the 
Internet. 

Adding to these concerns is the 
fact that the Canadian Security Intelli- 
gence Services has identified three 
transnational crimes, money launder- 
ing, drug trafficking and illegal gam- 
bling as growing risks to national se- 
curity. The increased sophistication of 
crime, and the use of technology, 
computers and the Internet to perpe- 
trate multi-jurisdictional offences has 
resulted in increased pressure on the 
OPP to take an increased leadership 
role ina variety of JFOs. 






The changing face 
of the OPP 


¥. 





Was OPP Sudbury Const. William McNab (left) a fore- 
runner of the OPP’s STOP program? Taking a spin 
with wife Jean on the dog sled in 1930, Const. McNab 
_would probably be an enthusiastic supporter of to- 
day’s Snowmobile Trail Officer Patrol (above). STOP 
now covers 10 areas of Ontario and partners this po- 
lice force with 129 snowmobilers to promote the 
sport’s safety and reduce fatalities on the trails. 
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Combating 
health fraud 


With concern over universal health care 
at its peak in Ontario, the OPP has joined 
forces with the Ministry of Health and Long 
Term Care on two fronts to combat the 
fraudulent use of our vital health-care dol- 
lars. 

A health-fraud investigation unit, based 
in Orillia with offices in Kingston and Lon- 
don, has just finished its first full year of op- 
eration scrutinizing the various financial 
transactions that fuel the health system. 

And they are finding a multitude of 
fraudulent practices that include: 

+ overbilling of the Ontario Health 
Insurance Plan (OHIP) or the On- 
tario Drug Benefit Plan, 

+ people using stolen, loaned or 
forged health cards, and 

+ United States citizens crossing the 
border to use our health facilities. 

More than 280 files were opened in 1999 
involving fraud committed by patients, and 
the occasional doctor and pharmacist. In one 
case, an Oshawa general practitioner pleaded 
guilty to fraud in relation to OHIP billings. 
Prior to sentencing, the doctor repaid 


$150,000 to OHIP and $155,000 to the clinic 
where he formerly worked. He subsequently 
received an 18-month conditional sentence, 
was fined $100,000 and given two years pro- 
bation. 

Another 30 investigations dealt with drug 
issues including trafficking in prescription 
narcotics and what is known as “Double 
Doctoring” — receiving 
prescription drugs from 
two different doctors 
within a 30-day period. 
The cases currently be- 
fore the courts represent 
about $6 million in fraud. 

The second health-fraud program opened 
at the Health Ministry’s Toronto headquar- 
ters during the year, and is charged with co- 
ordinating and launching a comprehensive 
anti-fraud strategy which will include devel- 
oping public presentations that focus on 
fraud prevention, detection and deterrence. 
Fraud, by its very nature, is a hidden crime 
say OPP experts, making it almost impossible 
to predict how large the problem really is 
right now. However, with a government- 
wide spotlight on fraud, the OPP/Health 
partnership is ensuring our scarce health-care 
resources get to folks who need them most. 


Comprehensive 
health-fraud 


strategy 
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The OPP has certainly had its share of “homes” since 
the police force was formed in 1909. At left is the well- 
known Harbour Street landmark building near the lake- 
shore in Toronto which housed General headquarters 
staff until the mid 1990s. Today, General Headquar- 
ters is housed in the ultra-modern Lincoln M. Alexan- 
der Building (above) in Orillia. 








OPP response built on 
training & practice 


OPP police officers must respond 
almost instinctively to critical situa- 
tions. 

High-risk occurrences, or those with 
serious consequences, do not occur fre- 
quently. But when they do, officers 
don’t have time to research their pow- 
ers and authorities — their response 
must be built upon training and prac- 
tice. 

And with law-enforcement legisla- 
tion, case law and is- 
sues changing daily, 
keeping up with 

focus of these changes can 
recent briefing prove difficult when 
balanced against the 
time pressures of 
front-line policing. 

One extremely effective strategy be- 
ing used by the OPP is the operational 
field briefings program launched in 
1999. Coordinated by the Provincial 
Police Academy, operational field bricf- 
ings address legislative change, signifi- 
cant case law and issues identified by 
front-line officers, supervisors, trainers 
or Professional Standards Bureau. 


Rave phenomena 
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For example, a briefing distrib- 
uted in October focused on the rela- 
tively recent phenomena of “rave” 
parties — all-night events attended by 
Ontario youths, usually in the 15 to 
25-year range — that feature extremely 
loud music and illicit substances such 
as the date-rape designer drug Ec- 
stasy. Held in private homes, aban- 
doned buildings, fields or after-hours 
clubs, there are no authority figures 
invited to these “happenings”. 

The briefing material included the 
authorities available to search people 
found at these parties, and descrip- 
tions of a number of designer drugs 
and their effects on young people. 

Academy staff prepare several 
briefings each month for review and 
discussion by detachment and unit 
team leaders and the officers they su- 
pervise. The location and timing of 
these discussions are extremely flexi- 
ble. They can be held anywhere 
within the detachment area and can 
usually be scheduled for the least dis- 
ruptive time of the work period. 

Briefings have proven to be effec- 
tive as both initial and refresher train- 
ing. They complement other OPP 
training initiatives and can be pre- 
sented anywhere without the need 
and expense of instructors or special- 
ized equipment. 


The changing face 
of the OPP 


The OPP began recruiting women to its ranks a mere 
quarter of a century ago. And the biggest hurdle fac- 
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ing those first 14 females 
was what they had to 
wear, remembers OPP 
Insp. Irena Lawrenson 
(left) who was one of the 
first women recruits in 
1974. Operationally 
speaking, women had to 
function as professional 
police officer while wear- 
ing a skirt (plus panty 
hose) and, at first, carry- 





ing their gun in a purse. Nowadays, the women 
of the OPP are equipped the same as their male 
colleagues; differences relate to the jobs they 
do — rather than their sex. Above, Const. Lise 
Grenier of Cambridge OPP Detachment is a 
member of the OPP Golden Helmets and, at 
right, S/Sgt. Gail Webster of GHQ’s Emergency 
Management Bureau conducts a mock crisis 
negotiation. In 1999, 800 officers of the OPP 
were women. 









OPP Cadets are 
making a difference 


OPP cadets across Ontario are 
proving their worth to their commu- 
nities in general, and to this policing 
organization in particular. 

During 1999, 146 cadets as- 
sumed a myriad of administrative or 
non-emergent policing duties for- 
merly handled by front-line OPP offi- 
cers who, now free from these as- 
signments, could focus their experi- 
ence back on the community. 

Dressed similarly to regular offi- 
cers except for their light blue shirts 
and distinctive cadet epaulet, these 
women and men handle various of- 
fice activities such as answering 
non-emergency calls at detachments 
and helping to process traffic acci- 
dent reports at Collision Reporting 


Centres. They are also trained to 
correctly collect, preserve and dis- 
pose of evidence and, at times, help 
technical traffic accident investiga- 
tors at collision scenes. 

In all, cadets chalked up more 
than 177,000 duty hours in the first 
full year of the program and that en- 
hanced front-line policing visibility 
to the tune of approximately 
160,000 hours. 

Another program goal was aimed 
at giving people who were consider- 
ing a career in law enforcement an 
opportunity to test the waters. By 
the end of ’99, one third had been 
accepted as OPP recruits while an- 
other 11 had been taken on by other 
Ontario police services. 
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Personnel * 





COMMISSIONGI iter. covet: eeeee eee eee eee ns 1 
Deputy: COMmmMiISSIONGIS ie. --sncreseceer ere 2 
Chief Superintendents rites. snes ccverit en. ceeneene 9 
SuUperintendentSe vel ies, eewresean eee ree 25 
INSDOEGIO‘S Ack on ere erent naar eee 101 
DEIGeants' Major ue cena erent ace beets eee teehee 8 
Sta SergeantS acters conning, caceees 223 
SeEIGEANS ta. he eee cake eee ee cee eee et 874 
Constables ieiics ie Gen tae Sarath deen bee ne, 3,645 


Total Uniformed Strength.......................... 














Civilian Steen estes eae eee ere eee 
CACGTS Hee eee ea cvrais comune caateeeee  eea 


TOTAL, OPP'STRENGT i c-0-ct renesee ret 


*Above figures are full-time equivalents (FTEs) for classified staff only. 


Transport Data 


ING UE NTUCKS teens t teen 
Medium/Heavy Duty 
A RUCKS Siricteest yy eee 





til nee ated tet ce cenc sien 
Other Motorized Vehicles. 252 
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PATROL & OBLIGATED DUTY HOURS WORKED 
FIELD PERSONNEL — 1999 


Criminal’ Codes.s 42... 1,118,638 
Traffic 656,517 


895,942 


Batrolitpa unas artnet doz taooe 


Traffic 
21% 


3,885,429 





PATROL & OBLIGATED DUTY HOURS WORKED 
FIELD PERSONNEL — FIVE YEARS 




















Criminal Code 1,304,979 | 1,127,934 | 1,146,626 | 1,228,826 | 1,118,638 
679,921 665,887 671,835 672,535 656,517 







968,818 936,650 964,882 helena Wee, 895,942 
932,951 1,027,369 | 1,386,948 | 1,164,343 | 1,214,332 


TOTAL 3,886,669 | 3,757,840 | 4,170,291 | 4,063,883 | 3,885,429 
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YOUR CALLS FOR SERVICE — 1999 


Criminal Code 114,479 


Traffic 214.556 


Criminal 
Code 
21% 





YOUR CALLS FOR SERVICE — FIVE YEARS 


Criminal Code 1S (OSs it 82905) 1243265) 120,098 ia arg 
ISZ2775 ER OO (Of eet ole 1 209 oo vl a la oe 


137,956) 1891827 1205537") 2203405 (e212 612 
TOTAL 490,509 | 491,423 | 541,377 595859 541,827 
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CRIMINAL CODE & PROVINCIAL STATUTE 


CHARGES LAID — 1999 


Highway 
Traffic 
Act 
74% 


Criminal 
Code 
Traffic 
3% 
Criminal 
Code 
Non- 
Traffic 
12% 


Other Liquor 
8% Licence 


3% 





Hwy Traffic Act 
Criminal Code Traffic 
Criminal Code 


Non-Traffic 





CRIMINAL CODE & PROVINCIAL STATUTE 


CHARGES LAID — FIVE YEARS 
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MOTOR VEHICLE COLLISION DATA — FIVE YEARS 


Personal Injury Collisions 17,313 17,014 16,187 15,203 








Persons Injured 27,053 25,996 24,257 22,/67 22,431 


Adjustment made for an injury leading to death not known at the time 
that the 1998 Annual Report was compiled. 


750 


500 


250 
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PROVINCE-WIDE RIDE ACTIVITY — FIVE YEARS 











ann tereesuse| — | ov | aver | ava | 2507 








MARINE FATALITIES — FIVE YEARS 


Fatal Incidents 
Persons Killed 





_ 2 
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UCR CRIMINAL CODE 
ACTUAL OCCURRENCES -— 1999 


UCR CRIMINAL CODE ACTUAL 
OCCURRENCES 


Property 


Violent 
12% 





UCR CRIMINAL CODE 


ACTUAL OCCURRENCES - FIVE YEARS 






Other Violent 16,427 15,034 15,903 16,640 16,168 
Property 72,612 68,980 65,098 69,346 61,575 
53,229 54,256 54,554 51,428 51,936 
TOTAL 142,297 138,299 135505 137,445 129,711 
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Actual Occurrences - Provincial 
Five years 
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Homicides 
Attempted Murder 
Assaults 
Sexual Offences 
Abduction 
Robbery 
Break & Enter 
Theft Motor Vehicle 
Theft > $5000 
Theft < $5000 
Have Stolen Goods 
Fraud 
Prostitution 
Gaming & Betting 
Offensive Weapons 
Other CC (ex. Traffic) 


Total Criminal Code 


Heroin 
Cocaine 
Other Drugs 
Cannabis 
Controlled Drugs 
Restricted Drugs 


Total Drugs 


5,129. | 


TOTAL OFFENCES 152,071 | 


Other Federal Stats 
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Actual Occurrences - Regional 
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Homicides 
Attempted Murder 
Assaults 
Sexual Offences 
Abduction 
Robbery 
Break & Enter 
Theft Motor Vehicle 
Theft > $5000 
Theft < $5000 
Have Stolen Goods 
Fraud 
Prostitution 


Gaming & Betting 


Offensive Weapons 
Other CC (ex. Traffic) 
Total Criminal Code 

Heroin 
Cocaine 
Other Drugs 
Cannabis 
Controlled Drugs 
Restricted Drugs 


Total Drugs 


Other Federal Stats 


TOTAL OFFENCES 
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Regional — Actual Occurrences 


Homicides 
Attempted Murder 
Assaults 
Sexual Offences 
Abduction 
Robbery 
Break & Enter 
Theft Motor Vehicle 
Theft > $5000 
Theft < $5000 
Have Stolen Goods 
Fraud 
Prostitution 


Gaming & Betting 


Offensive Weapons 
Other CC (ex. Traffic) 
Total Criminal Code 

Heroin 
Cocaine 
Other Drugs 
Cannabis 
Controlled Drugs 
Restricted Drugs 


Total Drugs 


Other Federal Stats 


TOTAL OFFENCES 
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. 0 How to reach us 
Fier de Servir at OPP G HQ 
Sw (Unless otherwise indicated, 
office hours at GHQ are 


Monday to Friday, 
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.) 








General Information 
705-329-6111 
GHQ Duty Office (24 hours) 
705-329-6950 
Commissioner 
705-329-6190 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Operations 
705-329-6300 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Corporate Support 
705-329-7500 
Business & Financial 
Planning Unit 
705-329-6852 
Chief Firearms Office 
705-329-7662 
Community Policing 
Development Centre 
705-329-6140 
Criminal Investigations Bureau 
705-329-6310 
Emergency Management 
Bureau 
705-329-7594 
First Nations & 
Municipal Policing Bureau 
705-329-6200 
Infrastructure Support Bureau 
705-329-6177 
Investigation Support Bureau 
705-329-6530 
Operational Policy & 
Support Bureau 
705-329-7561 
OPP Auxiliary 
705-329-7562 
Organizational Development 
Bureau (Recruitment & 
Provincial Police Academy) 
705-329-6170 
Professional Standards 
Bureau 
(Accolades/complaints) 
705-329-6051 
Provincial Traffic & 
Marine Safety Bureau 
705-329-6120 
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prepared 





OPP 







but Y2K 
fizzles 


OPP operational centres across Ontario were pre- 
pared for the worst — but nothing happened when 
the new millennium dawned at midnight Dec. 31, 
1999. From the top photo down, the GHQ incident 
command centre monitored both the international 
and provincial millennium situation from Orillia. 
Meanwhile, North West Region’s operations centre 
staff stayed in touch with each detachment and 
North East Region Y2K staff combined Y2K opera- 
tions with New Year’s Eve formal dress and lots of 
food. Finally, below is one of six mobile command 
centres that were positioned in each of the OPP’s six 

regions just in time for any Y2K glitches. 
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